Samuel Saadiya Eliezer Zakarin 
Rabbi Samuel Zakarin was born as Saadiya Eliezer circa 1860 in the Russian Pale of Settlement, and resided with his wife Esther in the vicinity of Bryansk (found today in western Russia).  Upon immigration to the United States in 1906, he used the name "Schoal", as documented on the ship's manifest discovered by his great-granddaughter Debbie Zakarin.  Schoal is possibly a Hebrew acronym of Saadiya Eliezer.  Following immigration he adopted the name Samuel for daily use.
Samuel was among the founders of the synagogue Chevra Mishnaias of East New York, and served as its president.  The founders bought a church building and converted it into a synagogue.  According to Samuel's great-grandson Bob Zakarin, the torah scroll used by the community had been passed down from "time immemorial" and was brought over from the old country by the recent immigrants.  It was unfortunately stolen a few years later.

[Note:  Chevra Mishnaias of East New York was founded in 1909 according to Works Progress Administration's "Survey of State and Local Historical Records".  Many Zakarin family members are buried in the Chevra Mishnaias plot at the Montefiore Cemetery in Springfield Gardens, New York.]

RoseLee Zakarin Bernstein wrote that her father Sidney Zakarin spoke of his grandfather Samuel – whom he referred to as Saadiya Eliezer – as his idol.  Bob Zakarin said that he and Sidney put up a plaque in Samuel's honor at the Ellis Island Museum.
Ancestry
According to the text written on Samuel's gravestone, Samuel's father was known as Rabbi Zacharia.   

Judy Zakarin Averick's grandfather, Isidor "Heishe" Zakarin, told Judy that Samuel's grandfather was also named Saadiya Eliezer.  (It is not known if the elder Saadiya Eliezer was a Rabbi).  According to Samuel's grandson, Mel Zakarin, the family was said to be able to trace its lineage back to Saadiya Gaon, the preeminent 10th century rabbi and biblical scholar.
The Zakarin family lineage also features a long list of first-born sons.  Irving Zakarin (Charlie's son and Samuel's eldest great-grandson) would remind the family during the Passover Seder that his own son Mark was a first son, emanating from a line of first sons, spanning the course of seven generations (back to Samuel's grandfather Saadiya Eliezer).  "It's true," recalled Mark Zakarin. "My father took great pride in this fact.  My own son Ethan is the eighth in the line."
Meeting His Bride-to-Be
According to Judy Averick, Samuel's introduction to his future wife Esther was the result of pure coincidence.  "He was traveling between cities on a train, and hopped off at the wrong stop.  Realizing that he was stranded in an unfamiliar town, he had the presence of mind to seek out the local Jewish community.  He was hosted there by a family that made the match between him and Esther."
Work and Play
Samuel was a rabbi who wrote books and stories.  He also played the violin.  

The rabbis Samuel and Zacharia were thought to have been prominent in their day, but we do not know whether they served as chief rabbis in their community.   According to Judy Averick, while the members of the family did not belong to one of the Hasidic sects, they prayed according to Nusach Ari, which was widely adopted amongst the Hasidim.
Judy Averick on Samuel's writings:  "There is a book that is hopefully available at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem library, written by Rabbi Samuel Zakarin.  It was there in 1962 when my grandfather visited Israel.  The theme of the book was that the Jews had the obligation to get out of Russia as soon as they could."
Samuel's grandson Murray Feldberg believed that the manuscripts of some of Samuel's stories may be found in the possession of Ralph Cohen's widow, Claire, or one of her children.  

Both Samuel and his eldest son, Kalman, listed their profession as "baker" on their respective ship's manifests, but neither of them was known to be employed as bakers following their arrival in the United States.

Murray also recalled that when Esther died, Esther's oldest daughter Ida received possession of the violin.  The violin was said to be stolen from Ida's home some time after.

Judy Averick claimed differently.  "I had the violin in my possession until about twenty years ago.  Another family member took it, promising to have it restored – but it was never returned."

Family Name
Judy Averick believed that the family name, which evokes the meaning sugar, may have been derived from Samuel's source of livelihood in Russia.  "Family members made candies to sell at fairs – the name can be translated to 'small candy'.  My own grandfather, Heishe, learned to make candies that were sculpted as faces – he could produce caricatures of well-known public figures."
Another possibility is that the name Zakarin was adopted by Samuel and his family based on their relationship to Rabbi Zacharia.  The suffix "in" means "belonging to" in Russian.  Therefore, the name Zakarin can be translated to "belonging to Zacharia."
It is also possible that the name was derived from the family's ancestral home.  Web sites on the internet can be found that refer to a 19th century shtetl known as Zakharin or Zakharino.  It is unclear whether such a village exists today.
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